Borough  of  Bury  St.  Edmunds 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


MEDICAL  OEEICER  OP  HEALTH 


1969 


THE  WORSHIPFUL  THE  MAYOR 
ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  BURY  ST0  EDMUNDS 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health 
Service  for  the  year  1969. 

It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  that  I have  to  record  the  death 
on  the  4th  April,  1970,  of  Mr.  E.H.  Box,  your  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  for  the  last  16  years.  In  his  passing  the  town  has  lost 
a devoted  public  servant  of  outstanding  ability  and  I have  lost  a 
very  close  personal  friend  and  colleague. 

During  the  year  1969  there  was  a substantial  increase  in  the  estimated 
population  which  reached  a new  record  figure.  The  birth  rate  increased 
inspite  of  a marked  reduction  in  the  number  of  illegitimate  births, 
and  the  death  rate  declined  to  a figure  well  below  that  for  England 
and  Wales.  One  hundred  and  twelve  cases  of  measles  were  notified  but 
the  general  incidence  of  other  infectious  diseases  was  low. 

Your  Public  Health  Inspectors  continued  their  efforts  to  secure  the 
maintenance  of  high  standards  of  food  hygiene  in  shops  and  catering 
establishments . 

There  was  a further  increase  in  the  total  number  of  animals  killed 
for  human  consumption  but  100$  meat  inspection  was  maintained  at  the 
slaughterhouses. 

Efforts  were  made  to  encourage  the  repair  and  improvement  of  dwelling 
houses,  but  severe  land  subsidence  at  Jacqueline  Close  had  the 
opposite  effect  in  this  part  of  the  town. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  all  the  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  and  especially  to  Mr.  J.H.  Easdown,  your  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector,  for  his  help  in  the  compilation  of  this 
report. 

Finally,  I should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  for  their  continued  interest  and  encouragement. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  COGGIN  BROWN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 
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CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
E.  H.  Box,  F.A.P.H.I. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


ALL  FIGURES  IN  BRACKETS  which  follow  in  the  sequence  of  this  report 
relate  to  the  corresponding  figures  for  1968. 


Registrar  General's  Estimate  for  1969 
Census  April,  1961 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  (Esto) 
Area 


25,140  (24,460) 

21,144 

£1,233,594  (£1,150,939) 

£5,150  (£5,000) 

3,672  Acres 


POPULATION;-  The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the  population 
showed  a large  increase  of  680,  and  this  was  the  seventh  consecutive 
year  that  an  increase  has  been  recorded. 


BIRTHS;-  There  was  a further  rise  in  the  birth  rate,  and  the  figure 
when  corrected  for  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population 
remained  substantially  above  that  for  England  and  Wales.  Illegitimate 
births  were  sharply  reduced  both  in  number  and  in  percentage  of  total 
live  births. 


LIVE  BIRTHS  Total  Hale 

Legitimate  476  (414)  242  (218) 

Illegitimate  19  ( 35)  12  ( 19) 

Percentage  of  illegitimate  live  births  of  total 

live  births; 

Crude  Birth  Rate,  per  1,000  of  population: 

Comparability  Factor  for  Births; 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  corrected  for  comparability 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  England  and 

Wales : 

STILL  BIRTHS  Total  Male 

Legitimate  5(9)  4(6) 

Illegitimate  ( -)  ( -) 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  of  total 
(live  and  still)  births: 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  of  total 
(live  and  still)  births  England  and  Wales: 


Female 


234 

(196) 

7 

( 16) 

4o0 

( 7.8) 

18.9 

(13,4) 

0.98 

( 0.98) 

18.5 

(18.0) 

16.3 

(16.9) 

Female 


1 

( 3) 

- 

( -) 

10.0 

(20.0) 

13.0 

(14.0) 

DEATHS:-  There  was  a decline  in  the  death  rate  and  the  corrected 
figure  of  9.7  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  substantially  below 
that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 

Fewer  deaths  occurred  from  cerebrovascular  and  from  respiratory 
diseases,  but  there  were  more  from  all  forms  of  cancer.  Fifteen 
deaths  occurred  from  cancer  of  the  lung.  There  were  two  deaths 
from  motor  vehicle  accidents  and  thirteen  from  other  accidental 
causes,  nine  of  which  occurred  above  the  age  of  75  years.  One  death 
occurred  from  suicide. 
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DEATHS ;- 


Total 


Male  Female 


325  (331)  163 

Crude  death  rate  per  1*000  of  populations 

Comparability  Factor  for  deaths ; 

Death  Rate  per  1*000  of  population  corrected 

for  comparability? 

Death  Rate  per  1*000  of  population  England 

and  Wales? 

Ratio  of  local  corrected  death  rate  to  the 

national  rates 


(154)  162  (177) 


12.9 

(13.5) 

0.75 

( 0.78) 

9o7 

(10.5) 

11  o 9. 

(11.9) 

0.81 

(0.88) 

INFANT  MORTALITY;-  The  actual  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age  increased  from  10  in  the  previous  year  to  11.  in 
the  year  under  review.  Two  of  me  infant  deaths  occurred  in 
illegitimate  babies.  The  causes  of  the  infant  deaths*  eight  of 
which  occurred  in  tne  first  week  of  life*  were  as  follows s- 


Enteritis  and  diarrhoeal  diseases  1 
Congenital  malformations  3 
Birth  injury*  difficult  labour,  etc.  6 
Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality  1 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  ages- 


Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  9 ( 9)  6 ( 6)  3(3) 

Illegitimate  2 ( X)  2 ( 1)  ( -) 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1*000  live  births?  23 oO  (22 . 3) 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1*000  live  births 

England  and  Wales?  18 o0  (18o0) 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Measles o One  hundred  and  twelve  eases  were  notified  which  was  less 
than  the  number  reported  in  the  previous  year.  Although  measles  is 
often  a mild  illness  potentially  serious  complications  are  not 
uncommon  and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  the  use  of  live  measles 
vaccine  is  advocated. 

Food  Poisoning.  Seven  cases  occurred  and  four  of  these  were  members 
of  one  family  who  were  believed  to  have  acquired  the  infection  abroad. 
There  was  one  fatal  case  of  infection  with  Salmonella  typhimurium. 

Acute  encephalitis.  Two  cases  were  reported  in  children  of  school 
age. 


PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 
Age  and  sex  distribution  of  new  cases,  1969 

Age  0 15 _10  15  20  25  35  45  55  65+  Total 

Male  1 

Female  - --  --  --1-1-  2 


Total 


3 


(5) 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING-  THE  YEAR 

19JS2 

IN  BURY  STo  EDMUNDS 

Registrar  General's 
Eigures 

M E 

ALL  CAUSES  163  162 

Enteritis  and  other  Diarrhoeal  diseases  1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  2 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Oesophagus  1 1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Stomach  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Intestine  5 - 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Larynx  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - lung*  Bronchus  12  3 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Breast  - 4 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Uterus  7 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Prostate  3 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  9 10 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms  2 

Diabetes  Mellitus  1 1 

Anaemias  1 1 

Mental  disorders  - 1 

Meningitis  I*  1 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system*  etc0  2 1 

Hypertensive  disease  1 2 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  39  27 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease  5 7 

Cerebrovascular  disease  14  18 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  1 10 

Influenza  1 2 

Pneumonia  27  42 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  16  2 

Asthma  - 2 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  1 1 

Peptic  ulcer  2 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  - 1 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system  1 3 

Other  diseases*  genito-ur inary  system  1 

Other  complications  of  pregnancy,  etc»  1 

Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal  system  - 1 

Congenital  anomalies  2 1 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc„  4 2 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality  1 - 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  2 - 

All  other  accidents  3 10 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries  1 


AGE  INCIDENCE  OP  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
(Other  than.  Tuberculosis) 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATERS-  During  the  year  an  additional  private  swimming  pool  was 
opened,  there  are  now  8 public  and  private  pools  within  the 
Borough,  Samples  taken  from  them  during  the  year  were  all 
satisfactory o Tests  for  residual  chlorine  were  carried  out 
and  in  one  instance  this  was  found  to  be  much  in  excess  of  the 
required  amount , After  advice  to  the  person  in  charge  of  the 
pool  the  chlorine  content  was  reduced  to  the  correct  level, 

34  other  samples  were  taken  from  wells  and  the  mains  supply. 

In  5 instances 9 all  from  wells , the  samples  were  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory  but  after  treatment  further  samples  proved  to 
be  satisfactory. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Borough  Surveyor s- 
SWIMMIUG  POOLS- 

Attendance  at  the  swimming  pool  during  1969  was  the  best  for  some 
years.  During  the  time  that  the  pool  was  open  to  the  public 
20 9 488  children  paid  for  admission  as  compared  with  15,522  in 
1968  and  19 0 585  in  1967 ° Figures  for  adults  were  3,594  for  1969 
(■1*954  in  1968  and  2,915  in  1967),  The  fairly  high  attendance 
figures  were  probably  accounted  for  by  the  exceptionally  dry 
weather  conditions  which  prevailed  in  September,  Use  was  made 
of  the  pool  by  schools  and  other  organisations  and  in  addition 
to  the  figures  above  there  were  many  children  and  adults  who 
took  season  tickets  and  a considerable  number  of  school  children 
attended  the  pool  for  tuition.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
2,661  people  paid  for  admission  purely  to  watch  the  swimming, 
without  taking  part. 

It  is  hoped  that  heating  apparatus  will  be  installed  before  the 
commencement  of  the  1970  season  so  that  the  water  for  swimmers 
should  be  relatively  warm  at  all  times, 

SLIPPER  BATHS ; - 

Following  a resolution  of  the  Council,  the  .slipper  baths  ceased 
to  be  used  after  the  end  of  March  1969,  There  had  been  a rapid 
decline  in  their  use  during  the  past  few  years  following  the 
great  increase  in  the  number  of  bathrooms  being  provided  in  new 
and  older  houses  in  the  Borough, 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL g- 

On  the  new  estate  of  Council  Houses  off  Uowton  Road,  paper  bags 
with  suitable  holders  have  been  provided  instead  of  dustbins,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  as  time  goes  by  other  areas  of  the  Borough  will 
adopt  this  method  of  refuse  storage. 

During  the  year,  the  collection  and  disposal  of  domestic  and  trade 
refuse  was  carried  out  regularly,  all  properties  having  a collec- 
tion-at  least  once  a week.  In  addition  arrangements  were  made  for 
special  collections  to  remove  bulky  household  refuse  when  required, 

SEWAGE  DISPOSALS- 

The  extension  of  the  sewage  disposal  works  at  Fornham  Park  was 
continued  throughout  the  year  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  new 
sludge  pressing  plant  will  be  in  use  during  the  early  summer  of 
1970,  Microstrainers  have  been  in  use  throughout  most  of  1969 
and  as  a result  the  effluent  to  the  River  Lark  has  been  of  a 
high  standard  of  purity. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD 

The  general  standard  of  hygiene  in  food  premises  in  the  town 
remained  at  a high  level  and  very  few  complaints  were  received 
about  unhygienic  practices  observed  by  the  general  public,, 
However*,  14  complaints  were  made  regarding  foreign  bodies  in 
food  and  10  complaints  were  received  about  the  condition  of 
food  which  had  been  purchased * In  each  case  investigations 
were  carried  out  and  where  necessary  warning  letters  were 
sent  o 

Legal  proceedings  were  authorised  in  3 instances 0 2 involved 

food  handlers  smoking  whilst  handling  open  food  and  the  other 
was  for  selling  food  unfit  for  human  eomsumption*  2 of  these 
cases  had  not  been  heard  by  the  end  of  the  year  but  in  the 
third*,  a butscher  was  successfully  prosecuted  for  smoking 
whilst  handling  open  food0 

As  in  previous  years  a number  of  lectures  were  given  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  to  senior  pupils  at  schools  within 
the  Borough* 

MILK 

All  mi3,k  sold  within  the  Borough  is  designated  under  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  Regulations  1963 0 110  samples  ©f 

pasteurised  milk  from  Bury  St*  Edmunds  were  submitted  t©  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Cambridge  by  the  Chief  Inspector 
of  Weights  & Measures  of  the  West  Suffolk  Cc»unty  Council * 

All  proved  to  be  satisfactory * 

ICE  CREAM 

73  (75)  premises  are  now  registered  under  the  Pood  & Drugs  Act 
1955  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  creamG  During  the  year 
91  (97)  samples  were  taken*  83  of  these  were  classified  in 
Grade  1,  4 were  in  Grade  2 and  4 in  Grade  3*  The  cause  of 

the  low  grade  samples  was  found  to  be  the  unsatisfactory  ster- 
ilisation of  equipment  and  following  advice  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  at  the  premises  concerned  subsequent  samples 
from  these  places  proved  to  be  satisfactory* 

A new  factory  which  produces  artificial  cream  opened  in  the 
town  during  the  year*  1 sample  of  cream  was  taken  and  this 
proved  to  be  satisfactory* 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION:-  The  total  number  of 
animals  killed  in  the  Borough  in  the  two  slaughterhouses  was 
a record  although  the  amount  of  cattle  killed  showed  a marked 
decrease  from  the  previous  year.  To  compensate  for  this, 
however,  there  was  a very  large  increase  in  the  number  of  pigs 
slaughtered.  100$  meat  inspection  was  maintained. 

Total  number  of  animals 
killed  for  human  consumption 


1949 

6,592 

1954 

12,301 

1959 

16,280 

1964 

37,922 

1965 

64,628 

1966 

65,409 

1967 

65,675 

1968 

78,085 

1969 

79,588 

There  were  5 beasts  found  infected  with  tuberculosis  compared 
with  11  in  the  previous  year  whilst  6 animals  only  were  found 
infested  with  C.  bovis  cysts. 

POULTRY:-  There  are  3 poultry  packing  stations  in  daily  use 
in  the  Borough  (the  fourth  one  ceased  to  operate  from  the  middle 
of  the  year).  2 of  these  packing  stations  concentrated  mainly 
on  preparing  broilers  for  the  table  and  the  remaining  one  deals 
mainly  with  hens.  It  is  estimated  that  the  kill  was  in  the 
region  of  6,000,000  birds. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  causes  for  condemnation  of 
50,806  birds  which  were  condemned  during  the  year. 


Broilers 

Hens 

Dead  in  crate  and  moribund 

6,807 

2,832 

Abscesses 

533 

364 

Emaciation 

3,513 

5,097 

Tumours,  including  Marek’s  Disease 

1,375 

1,425 

Septicaemia 

21,620 

68 

Septic  Peritonitis 

69 

1,642 

Bruising 

340 

233 

Perosis 

103 

5 

Septic  Arthritis 

2 

17 

Ascites  and  Leucosis 

96 

2,819 

Tuberculosis 

— 

67 

Gangrene 

2 

17 

Blackhead 

447 

4 

Icterus 

5 

18 

Septic  Pericarditis  and  Septic  Pleurisy 

37 

314 

Pyrexia 

24 

36 

Salpingitis 

2 

- 

Parasitic 

9 

380 

Gumboro  Disease 

34 

- 

Oedema 

73 

2 

Asphyxia 

- 

186 

Miscellaneous 

146 

43 

35,237 

15,569 

During  the  year  all  poultry  packing  stations  were  advised  to 
provide  instructions  on  the  defrosting  of  the  birds  before 
cooking  with  each  eviscerated  frozen  chicken.  In  view  of 
printing  difficulties  this  could  not  be  implemented  immediately 
but  the  firms  concerned  have  promised  to  give  the  matter  their 
urgent  attention. 
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A large  number  of  birds  had  to  be  condemned  following  the  breakdown 
in  a large  refrigeration  unit  involving  over  9 tons  of  poultry „ 

Were  it  not  for  this  the  amount  of  poultry  condemned  would  have 
been  reduced  this  year,.  However*,  whilst  poultry  in  some  areas 
is  being  subjected  to  inspection  it  is  regretted  that  diseased 
poultry  can  be  cut  up  and  sold  without  any  inspection  being 
carried  out  - and  this  apparently  is  still  quite  legal S While 
such  practices  continue  it  makes  the  task  of  inspecting  poultry 
more  onerous  for  those  who  are  carrying  it  out0  It  is  time  such 
practices  were  made  illegal » 

HOOD  PREMISES The  number  of  food  premises  in  the-  area  classi- 
fied by  type  of  business-^  the  number  of  premises  registered  under 
Section  1.6  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Aet9  1955  and  the  number  of 
inspections  of  these  premises y which  were  made  during  the  year* 
are  recorded  in  the  accompanying  table0 


*Total 

No0  reg3d 

No  0 < 

Df 

No„ 

of 

Secto 

16 

inspections 

Premises 

F0  & 

Du  Act 

made 

Butchers  and  Pork  Butchers  20 

(20) 

14 

(14) 

62 

(50) 

Bakers 

4 

( 4) 

— 

i J) 

15 

(10) 

Confectioners 

2.8 

(28) 

= 

( 

76 

(57) 

Fish  - Wet 

5 

{ 6) 

1 

i i) 

10 

( 5) 

Fish  - Fried 

11 

ill) 

11 

(u) 

44 

26 

Greengrocers 

9 

(13) 

— 

( -) 

28 

(14 

General  Provisions 

52 

153) 

70 

(73) 

142 

(.96) 

Hotels 

*7 

!l 

( 9) 

— 

t -) 

11 

(14) 

Li c ens ed  Pr  emises 

( exclud ing  hotels ) 

80 

(77) 

— 

( -) 

94 

(.85) 

Restaurants , cafes  and 

canteens 

80 

(74) 

— 

( ») 

116 1 

(115) 

I Food  Stalls 

29 

(33) 

— 

i “) 

265 

(137) 

Other  Food  Premises 

35 

(43) 

2 

( 2) 

31 

(43) 

* These  figures  should 

be  regarded  as 

approximate  because 

in 

many  cases  different 

businesses-  are 

conducted  from 

the  i 

same 

premises o 

I This  figure  does  not 

include 

mobile 

food 

traders o 

Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  Part 
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ANALYSIS  OF  CONDEMNED 


CATTLE  SHEEP 


A 

TO 

. TO 

4)  cjj 

H O 

2 & 
XI  0$ 
^ o 

Heads  and 

Tongues 

Lungs 

Livers  & 

Part  Livers 

B QJ 

U TO 

TO  *rH 
'd  U 
rtf  TO 
t=>  -P 

03  TO 
-P  03 

h 4) 

co  <$3 

Hearts,  Kid- 

neys & Spleens 

Whole 

Carcases 

03 

£ 

Lungs 

Tuberculosis 

3 

2 

1 

Pneumonia,  Pericarditis, 
Pleurisy,  Peritonitis, 
Melanosis  and  Emphysema 

5 

648 

1 

59 

2 

216 

Pyaemia,  Pyrexia, 

Gangrene,  Septicaemia, 
Lymphadenitis 

1 

Liver  Fluke,  Cirrhosis  and 

other  Parasitic  Conditions 
Hepatitis 

126 

3014 

674 

Nephritis,  Necrosis,  Fibro- 

sis, Degeneration,  Odour, 

Co Angioma,  Blood  Splashing 

101 

10 

49 

Emaciation  and  Oedema 

4 

2 

30 

1 

Actinomycosis  and 
Actinobacillosis 

1 

118 

2 

1 

Brucellosis 

2 

Tumours,  Abscesses,  Cystic 
Conditions,  Adhesions 

1 

43 

65 

998 

51 

94 

45 

Septic  Metritis  & Mastitis 

1 

14 

Oo  bovis 

5 

1 

Icterus,  Uraemia  & Anaemia 

1 

Swine  Erysipelas,  Swine  Fev< 

>r 

Moribund,  Bruising  etc. 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Contamination 

26 

13 

16 

Septic  Arthritis 

Joint  111,  Leukaemia,  Taint 
Johnes  Disease,  Immaturity 

i 

1 

TOTALS 

14 

170 

869 

4115 

91 

208 

36 

952 

-- 

The  following  Carcase  Meat  was  also  condemned ; 

Bruising,  Atrophy*  Decomposition  or  Oedema  <>  «.<»..* 

Abscesses  ...  . .<»  »«•  ° ° • « ° ° ° ° 

Arthritis  and  Fibrosis  • • • . . . <> . . » • • 

wWM-  - - 

Tuberculosis  . . . . . . <>  • o « . . »•«  • • • 

The  total  weight  of  all  meat  condemned  in 

In  addition  to  the  above  figures  8 {,343  sets  of  pigs  lungs  were  condemned 
for  congestion. 


BEEF 
1397  lb. 

213  lb. 

189  lb. 


U4; 

MEAT  AND  OEEAL 

PIGS  CALVES 


Livers 

CQ 

OQ  >i 
+3  4) 
fH  £ 

M M 

Whole 

Carcases 

03 

GJ 

ifi 

Lungs 

Livers 

Hearts 

CQ 

V 

•H 

u 

-p 

$ 

1 

CQ 

>> 

§ 

♦H 

W 

Whole 

Carcases 

Heads 

Hearts 

Livers 

Lungs 

Kidneys 

Mesenteries 

593 

60 

10 

58 

10227 

25 

278 

? 

2 

1 

3 

53 

1 

37 

23 

4 

770 

5 

35 

3180 

17 

6 

1 

19 

2 

1 

25 

4 

1 

5 

2 

38 

24 

64 

31 

459 

1371 

411 

29 

3 

2 

8 

1 

13 

10 

16 

8 

8 

8 

3 

2 

5 

818 

73 

219 

624 

10729 

4585 

697 

83 

48 

15 

Tyit 

4 

8 

55 

3 

MUTTON 

68  lb0 

PORK 

2,575  lb. 

VEAL 

5 lb. 

GOATS 

70  ib. 

8,794  lb. 

14  lb. 

- 

37  lb. 

4,598  lb. 

- 

- 

slaughterhouses  was  85 

tons  4 cwtSo 

- qrs0  3 lb. 

Percentage  of  Cattle  and  Cows  found  affected  with 

C.ysticercus  bovis  in  1968  and  1969 
(Degenerate  and  viable  cysts  shown  separately) 


Viable 

Cysts 


Percentage  of  Cattle  and  Cows  found  affected  with 


Tuberculosis  1949  - 69 


cattle  other  than  cows 


No,  of  Cattle  Units  x 1000 
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Humber  of  Animals  in  Cattle  Units  Slaughtered 

Annually  within  the  Borough  1959-69 


cattle 

sheep 

-v-»  pigs 


One  unit  = 1 beast  or 
3 pigs  or 
5 sheep 
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UNSOUND  POOD:-  Foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption 
and  diverted  to  other  purposes  op  destroyed  were:- 

t 


Tons 

Cwts . 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Ice  Cream 

15 

Cheese 

1 

— 

27 

Vegetables 

14 

— 

16 

Poultry 

77 

10 

"3 

7 

Fruit  and  Cereals 

2 

1 

17 

Ham  - tinned 

18 

Tinned  Meat 

12 

1 

20 

Tinned  Milk,  Fish,  Fruit, 

etc.  2 

8 

21 

Rabbits  - 154 

9 

2 

15 

Miscellaneous 

2 

1 

10 

Frozen  Foods 

8 

2 

_ 

Fresh  Vegetables 

• 

12 

- 

9 

83 

2 

... 

7 

Meat  and  Offals 
(at  slaughterhouse) 

85 

4 

- 

3 

168 

6 

- 

10 

The  number  of  certificates 

of  condemnation  issued  was 

3,006 

(3,339) 

The  methods  of  disposal  of 

unsound  food 

were  unchanged 

0 

DISEASES  OF 

ANIMALS  ACT, 

1950 

During  the  year  3,655  (3,489)  movement  licences  under  the  Swine 
Fever  Order  1959  were  issued.  It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  there 
v/e re  no  outbreaks  of  diseases  notified  which  affected  the  Borough. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  FESTS  ACT  1949 

Treatments  for  rodents  in  the  Eorough  continued  throughout  the  year 
with  no  major  infestations  of  note.  In  particular  it  was  noted 
that  the  rat  population  in  the  sewers  was  very  light,  and  the  most 
severe  infestations  were  encountered  at  the  West  Stow  Refuse  Tip. 

The  Rodent  Operator  made  2,491  inspections  and  494  treatments  were 
carried  out. 

A number  of  houses  were  dealt  with  on  council  estates  against  ear 
wig  infestations  but  the  number  of  wasps  nests  330  (35”)|  dealt  with 
during  the  year  was  the  highest  ever  recorded. 

OFFICES  SHOPS  & RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 

At  31st  December  1969  451  (447)  premises  were  registered  with  this 
Authority  - 284  (l9l)  of  these  v/e re  inspected  and  862  (656)  visits 
were'" made  under  the  Act.  7 (10)  accidents  were  reported  all  of 
which  were  investigated  and  in  no  case  was  any  further  action  neces- 
sary. 

3,765  (3,483)  persons  were  employed  in  these  registered  premises. 

358  (450)  contraventions  of  various  types  were  dealt  with  informally. 
Legal  proceedings  were  authorised  on  one  occasion  and  this  case  had 
not  been  heard  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Standards  of  hygiene  at  barbers  and  hairdressers  shops  remained 
generally  satisfactory  during  the  year. 


(18) 

FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


Inspections  were  carried  out  of  premises  under  the  above  Act  and,  as 
will  be  seen  from  the  following  table,  some  defects  were  noted. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number 

l 

[umber  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(l)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  local 
Authorities 

8 

4 

2 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (l)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 
local  Authority 

189 

119 

46 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers' 
premises) 

88 

4 

TOTAL 

285 

127 

48 

2a  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 

defects 

Number  of  cases 

were  found 

in  which  prose- 

To  HoM0 

By  H0M0 

cutions  were 

Inspector 

Inspector 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

Want  of  Cleanli- 
ness (Sol) 

20 

20 

9 

Overcrowding  (Se2) 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3) 

Inadequate  venti- 
lation (S.4) 

12 

1 

12 

, 

Ineffective  drain- 
age of  floors  (S. 6) 

3 

3 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(s  7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

12 

12 

defective 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 

. 

(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  outwork) 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

49 

49 
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OUTWORK 

(Sections  110  and  111) 

Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature 

of 

' Work 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
list  re- 
quired by 
Section  110 
(1)  (C) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
wholesome 
premises 

Not- 

ices 

ser- 

ved 

Prose- 

cutions 

.Wearing 

apparel 

making, 

etc. 

Pir ©works 
and  misc. 

6 

2 

TOTAL 

8 

HOUSING 


Building  Progress  - New  housing  accommodation  provided  during  1969  was 
as  follows:- 

LOCAL  AUTHORITY 

Completed  1969  Under  construction  on  31st 

December  1969 

179  (201)  225  (212) 

It  should  be  noted  that  196  of  the  houses  completed  and  under  construc- 
tion were  for  town  development  purposes. 

PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE 

Completed  in  1969  Under  construction  on  31st 

December  1969 

144  (115)  157  (160) 

OVERCROWD  IMG 

No  serious  cases  of  overcrowding  were  encountered  during  the  year. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE 

During  the  year  89  (74)  houses  were  demolished  and  26  (55)  families 
Involving  51  (120)  persons  v/ere  displaced.  One  clearance  area  was 
leclared  tov/ards  the  end  of  the  year  involving  12  houses.  Rehousing 
from  the  existing  three  areas  continued. 
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HOUSING-  REPAIRS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS : - 


Following  routine  inspections  and  complaints  189  (213)  unfit  or  defective 
houses  were  repaired  as  a result  of  formal  or  informal  action  by  your 
Inspectors. 

On  25th  August,  1969,  the  Housing  Act  1969  came  into  force  and  brought 
drastic  alterations  to  the  law  regarding  house  improvements.  It  was 
considered  by  the  Council  that  in  the  main  the  work  of  housing  improvements 
would  best  be  carried  out  by  one  department  and  owing  to  the  amount  of 
work  which  this  Department  is  necessarily  involved  in  with  Improvement 
Grants  it  was  decided  that  the  entire  responsibility  for  Improvement 
Grants  should  be  undertaken  by  the  Public  Health  Department.  By  the  end 
of  the  year  31  (26)  standard  and  16  (22)  discretionary  improvement 
grants  had  been  paid. 

The  following  list  shows  details  of  the  w orks  which  have  been  completed 


Roofs  repaired  64 

Guttering  and  rainwater  downpipes 
repaired  or  renewed  61 

External  walls  repaired  or  repointed  68 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  37 

Chimneys,  flues  and  fireplaces  repaired  43 

Floors  repaired  and  renewed  95 

Windows  repaired  or  enlarged  152 

Dampness  remedied  128 

Wall  and  ceiling  plaster  repaired  97 

Stairs  and  staircases  repaired  35 

Food  stores  provided  17 

Internal  water  supplies  repaired  1 

Sinks  provided  or  renewed  8 

Water  closets  repaired  13 

Additional  water  closets  provided  - 

Drainage  - repairs  and  improvements  33 

External  decoration  6 

Yard  pavements  repaired  6 

Dry  rot  remedied  5 

Woodworm  infestations  treated  7 

Hot  water!  systems  and  baths  provided  10 

Miscellaneous  8 


(54O 


894  (755) 


DUSTBINS:-  At  the  end  of  the  year  1,398  (1,373)  bins  had  been  provided 
under  the  Council's  dustbin  scheme. 

COMPLAINTS:-  During  the  year  1,114  (942)  complaints  were  dealt  with 
by  the  Department. 


i 
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SUBSIDENCE  - JACQUELINE  CLOSE 

During  the  last  few  days  of  1968  the  stability  of  the  houses  on  this 
development  was  open  to  grave  concern  and  several  families  had  been 
evacuated  by  the  Council  and  rehoused . 

Prom  the  beginning  of  this  year  close  watch  was  kept  by  the  Inspectors 
of  this  Department  on  the  houses,  roads,  gardens  and  the  estate  in 
general.  All  the-  occupied  houses  were-  regularly  visited  and  records 
of  further  movement  were  kept. 

Further  rehousing  of  many  of  the  occupants  of  Jacqueline  Close  was 
carried  out  during  the  ensuing  weeks  and  Closing  Orders  under  the 
Housing  Act  1957  were  made  in  respect  of  Nos.  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  and 
10. 

Purther  severe  subsidence  affecting  the  second  terrace  of  houses, 
and  in  particular  Nos.  26,  27,  28,  and  29  occurred  towards  the 
end  of  February  and  the  occupants  ox  these  houses  were  evacuated  to 
Council  property  immediately. 

The  site  was  visited  periodically  throughout  the  year  when  continuing 
minor  movement  was  noted  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  only  3 families 
remained  in  residence. 
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INSPECTIONS 


1. 

Houses  - defects  end  nuisances 

569 

( 

583) 

2 0 

Houses  - Survey  and  Housing  Acts 

609 

(1 

,088) 

3. 

Housing  Act  - (Improvement  Grants) 

237 

( 

417) 

4. 

Houses  - re-visits 

989 

( 

631) 

5 . 

Rent  Act 

- 

( 

-) 

6 . 

Verminous  or  insanitary  houses 

130 

( 

24) 

7 o 

Visits  in  connection  with  verminous  persons 

1 

( 

-) 

s. 

Mass  X-ray  unit 

( 

-) 

9. 

Drainage  work 

755 

( 

660) 

10. 

Public  Health  Act  - Section  75,  Dustbins 

23 

( 

41) 

11. 

Marine  Store  & Scrap  Metal  Dealers 

4 

( 

28) 

12. 

Clean  Air  Act 

127 

( 

39) 

13. 

Infectious  disease  enquiries 

77 

( 

107) 

14. 

Shops  Act 

170 

( 

45) 

15. 

Interviews  with  owners,  etc. 

686 

( 

452) 

16 . 

Noise  Abatement  Act 

121 

( 

22) 

17. 

Slaughterhouses 

2,081 

(1 

,9  66) 

13. 

Poultry  inspection 

891 

(1 

,049) 

19. 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

6 

( 

5) 

20. 

Disease  of  Animals  Act 

136 

( 

129) 

21. 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare 
Provisions)  Act,  1956) 

( 

-) 

22. 

Pets  Act 

8 

( 

7) 

23. 

Schools 

3 

( 

3) 

24. 

Petrol  installations 

318 

( 

405) 

25. 

Explosives  stores 

52 

( 

41) 

26. 

Caravans 

121 

( 

128) 

27. 

Outworkers 

10 

( 

13) 

28, 

Ponds,  pools  and  ditches 

84 

( 

44) 

29. 

Rag,  Plock  and  Other  Hillings  Act  1951 

- 

( 

-) 

30. 

Refuse  tip 

16 

( 

14) 

31. 

Unsound  food 

298 

( 

324) 

32. 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

37 

( 

69) 

33. 

Game  Act 

7 

( 

-) 

34. 

Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act  1963 

877 

( 

656 ) 

35. 

Animal  Eoarding  Establishments  Act  1963 

8 

( 

2) 

36 . 

Animal  Riding  Establishments  Act  1964 

3 

( 

9) 

37. 

Exhumations 

- 

( 

3) 

33, 

Disinfections  and  fumigations 

- 

( 

52) 

39. 

Miscellaneous 

443 

( 

314) 

40. 

Pood  and  Water  Sampling 

160 

( 

44) 

41. 

Betting  shops 

3 

( 

5) 

42. 

Plood  Relief 

— 

( 

920) 

10,060  (10,339) 
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